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December 10, 2018

Announcement regarding Studies in English at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Pursuant to notices in the press, we would like to provide an update about this topic.

The notifications alleging that the Hebrew University has decided to completely convert the
curriculum to English are incorrect. We continue to be committed to teaching, research and
public activity in the Hebrew language. At the same time, the University leadership recognizes
the importance of advancing the University’s international academic standing. To that end, we
must increase the number of top students from abroad who study at the University jointly with
Israeli students, and continue to recruit and absorb leading faculty members from abroad,

alongside top Israeli academics.

The University is acting to promote these two goals: advancing academic excellence and the

preservation and development of the local culture — via the following four components:

e All studies for the Bachelor’s degree will continue to be conducted in Hebrew. English
language studies at the Bachelor’s level are done in the framework of student exchange
programs, through which our students study for one semester abroad at a leading University.
In addition, students who begin in this academic year forward are required to take at least
one English language course at the University, together with international students.

e Studies for the Master’s degree in the Humanities and Social Sciences will continue to be
taught in Hebrew. A few special programs, which do not have an important local element,
are taught in English. In a number of fields there exists, alongside Hebrew language study
programs, similar study programs in English.

e Master’s degree studies in the experimental sciences will in part, in coordination with the
relevant units, be converted into English. The Robert H. Smith Faculty of Agriculture, Food
and Environment has already decided to convert their master’s programs to English, as has
the Faculty of Dental Medicine and ELSC. In other units the policy continues that studies
are in Hebrew, but in those courses where a student or faculty member who does not speak

Hebrew is present, the language of study will be English.
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e Doctoral theses may be written in Hebrew or in English, as per the choice of the student and

with the approval of the faculty sponsor and the doctoral committee.

The University is proud of its vast contribution to the advancement of the Hebrew language and
it is our intention to continue to act in this direction. Alongside this, thanks to the solid standing
of the Hebrew Language and given the need to increase the number of students and faculty
members from abroad who come to Israel, and in order to best prepare Israeli research students
for the scientific world which is conducted in English, it is our intention to increase the number

of courses and programs available in English, as mentioned above.

Yours,
Barak Medina, Rector

Oron Shagrir, Vice-President for International Affairs
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TV PAYA DONR (2TYY DIVPIN NMIR ,NNVPNI RYII DINMIDIS Mapya

NR 2N NIPRY RIN THNIRY 970 19182 DTINDN NR 20N NVHYNN NVDIDNRD 1PAYY DIDION
nonIn ,NYa N2 .NMayn navwa MR M»Yan apnnd ,ARNND Dannn nrnh oownn
NR 57anY PINI 79 DWY .NVDINIRD DY NIRDAN TAYND DITH YV MIWNA 179N NVIDIDNIRD
DVITIVD DY TNY MAMYN NN NVDINIR DTMHY H" NN DIMYVRNN DYVITIVON 90N
DOIXN DYRIY? K30 AN TR 57NN 092210 KI AN !YRY PYNIKY DIYRIY?

NYNIPNN MAIND MV NIV TPRTPR NINRN DITR — 199N DITYN Y DITPY NYPIS NVIDIIRD
NVDIINT N2 INMNY DTN Y3 (R 10227 AYIIR NYYDY ,0712 7172 NOPI MYRNRA —
N730N1 DIPPY DIV IMNIAN ITIND NNONA IPIIRN DAV DTN ,NIaYN NAVA NRY DWNN
NMIRVIDININD 5N TNR 0DNAD JYNI INIAN PTNHYN DTMY 12V ,DVITIVD MYNY NN
93 2NN 12V ,NVIDIVNIRI DITINHN NNONL NN MNAY TNR DMPA 191,092 MY2INn
D7IYN DYTN THOIN IRIND DTINHN (2 .78 VPYN-1 D*TIND IYNNY 12 IRIND DVITIVON
990101 .IYNIRA MITAY P MIYNYN MMIPN 137 PR N2V ,MITAR NN .NIAYH 1AV NAY DVNIN
DTN JROIN IRIND DTINDN (1 .IP9NIRA N°I1ON D) ,N72Y2 DTINYDN NN TXY ,NNY»pnn D'Nnn
NYHYNN 925 MRYPNY NOYIPAN .NYHNIRN NAYY ,NPVINDTIN MTN’N DY DIN’NA,DPHYNI 12DV DMDNN
T NN MAINR MTNYA .0”PY DRI NONPAN DI 7NN ,NHNIRY 1YY JADIND M”ON NR 200H
/1°RY 1710 IR N/0ITIVD N/N21 DAY DINPIVI IR NP R IRTIND NAY 72a5W NY1TNN 9101
LJI92IR2 IR N729A 12N DAY A%I? VNVMT DAY (T .ONR RN ARNND NAY ,NM2Y N/ADT

MOND DTYNM NMINA MYIRDY /709NN NN1A 2ab

LJIRTTRD AT 1192 D1vah Pwnnh 1NN NIaYN NAVN DITPY 1270 NNMINA IRINN NVIDIIRD
DYNIRYIAN DMIPINA DYVITIVDN 190N NOYTIN JTNRN NRD 112N NOWA YV MR NTRYN Mot
NTIRYN DYITP YV M2VWNM YR HNINNN VIR DYYH DIYRIVIN IPNNN *TNYN N1dNA ORIV
D9 7RI ;NY3IRA DTINDN NIOM DONPN PRI DR H*TINY 1NN ,NV0INIRD HY INIRDAN
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